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celebrated on 5th Dec. in Gulf Region.
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Sunday School X’mas Celebration : will be on 25th Dec.,Thursday at 5:30pm.

(& 1 L]
Feast of St. Thomas (Dec. 18 - 21) : The Holy Qurﬁ%ﬁ& |
Perunnal service will be on 19t" Friday 6: 30 am and on 215t Sunday
6: 30 pm. ACE’s Hall. Nercha will also be served on both days.,
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KECF (Kuwait Episcopal Churches Fellowship) : The X’'mas get-together will
be on 26th December Friday 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm at NECK.
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Birthday & Wedding Anniversary : The Vicar & parishoners extend blissful

happy B'day & Wedding Anniversary wishes to all whose same marks on the month
of December. (Special prayer is offered in Holy Qurbana for them.)

Schedule of Worship : Venue - ACE’s Hall , Near Subway Rest., Abbasiya

Every Friday Holy Qurbana - 6 : 30 am - 9 am. (Morning Service)
Every Sunday Holy Qurbana - 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm (Evening Service)

Holy Qurbana on 2nd Saturday (13-12-14) 7 am to 9am (NECK South Tent)

Free Transportation Facility : To & fro free transporation facility is available to all who attend
the Holy Qurbana of SSIOC at ACE Hall, Abbasiya. Contact : Mr. Abraham P.K. - 60473158
Parish Trustee : Mr. Laji Joseph : 99916457, Parish Secretary : Mr. Shaju John : 66776676
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Vicar : Fr.Saju Philip, Mob. - 60696128 / 24347327
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THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Fr. Dr.T.J. Joshua (Cont....)
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The Thali is tied
The Orthodox Church in India has accepted this Indian tradtion, which is quite meaningful. It is
part of the indigenisation process which the Church early adopted. Other churches which follow
the St. Thomas tradition also follow this practice. The thali used by the Hindus, is in the shape of
banian leaf which has some religious significance. But we have Christianised it and the shape of
the thali is that of the heart with the cross embedded on it. The heart stands for love. Thus the
thali reminds us of the fullness of love and the heart to heart relationship. It is the cross of Calvary
which instills this love in them and makes them capable of it. The husband and wife must draw
the strength from the Cross of Christ to face and accept the trials of life. It is the pledge and
rayer for this that they perform throw the tying of the thali.
eiling the bride with the Wedding Sarees

The Lord who bedecks the human soul with grace that is eternal, showers his blessings on the
couple through the sacrament of marriage. The priest drapes the bride with the Wedding Saree
(Manthrakodi) and entrusts her to the bridegroom. The priest puts the veil on the bride signifying
that she is innocent and faithful. This sacrament inspires them to give the utmost importance to
the sanctity of married life and to keep in tact this priceless attire of the gifts of grace.

Then the priest prays for all material and spiritual prosperity for the couple. This prayer is made
in recognition of the fact that material comforts are necessary, to a certain extent for happiness
and security. We have to be realistic about the requirements of life. In the middle of the conclud-
ing prayer the priest joins the hands of the couple. This is in fact the earliest form of marriage
ceremony. What is said by the priest at that time is significant: “I entrust you to each other.” They
have to take up the responsibility of building their family. At the end of the prayer the husband and
wife are reminded of their duties. We have here a beautiful and meaningful service, which reveals
God'’s providence and the wonderful provision of God for the humanity. It is the Holy Spirit that
works in the Service and makes it a holy sacrament. But today all attention is given to the external
pomp and glory of the ceremony. The service is given the impression of an orchestra with special
choir and the musical accompaniments. It destroys the whole spiritual grandeur of the
sacrament. Everybody has to reminded that it is a holy and solemn sacrament and it is the
presence and operation of the Holy Spirit that should be there. The more the attention to what is
outwardly, the greater the harm done to the inner experience.
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