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Prayer Groups common meet :  The common meeting of Prayer groups of St. Stephen’s
IOC will be held on 28th November at 5 pm, Venue & programe will be announced later.
Schedule of Worship  :  Venue - ACE’s Hall , Near Subway Rest., Abbasiya
Every Friday Holy Qurbana  - 6 : 30 am - 9 am. (Morning Service)
Every Sunday Holy Qurbana  - 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm (Evening Service)

Free Transportation Facility :  To & fro free transporation facility is available to all who attend
the Holy Qurbana of SSIOC at ACE Hall, Abbasiya. Contact : Mr. Abraham P.K. - 60473158
Parish Trustee : Mr. Laji Joseph : 99916457, Parish Secretary  : Mr. Shaju John : 66776676

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary : The Vicar & parishoners extend blissful 
happy B’day & Wedding Anniversary wishes to all whose same marks on the month
of November. (Special prayer is offered in Holy Qurbana for them.)

Holy Qurbana on 2nd Saturday (08-11-14) 7 am to 9am (NECK South Tent)

Private circulation only
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PRAYER MEETING SCHEDULE FOR NOV.-2014

HEARTFUL WISHES HEARTFUL WISHES

St. Stephens Indian Orthodox Congregation, Kuwait
Vicar : Fr.Saju Philip, Mob. - 60696128 / 24347327
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Fr. Dr. T.J. Joshua
FAMILY - THE BIBILICAL PERSPECTIVE

The Sacrament of Marriage
In the orthodox tradition marriage is a sacrament. There are Christian bodies, which consider it a 
mere human contract. When we define it as sacrament we mean that it has been ordained by 
God and it bestows divine grace upon the couple for their married life. Jesus Christ has declared 
that it is God that united the couple. “Let not man put asunder what God has joined together” 
(Matt. 19:6). The Roman Catholic Church holds the bride and the groom as the celebrants of the 
sacrament and the officiating priest is only a witness to the event. It is by God’s providence and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit that the man and woman become united as “partners for the grace of 
life”. The members of the church also take part in the service. Marriage is not something done by 
two individuals. It is something done in the presence and with the cooperation of the members of 
the Church.Our marriage service consists of two parts. The first part is the betrothal ceremony. It 
is called “the Blessing of the rings.” The second part is the Service proper and is called “the 
Crowning of the couple”. We may consider the details of the two parts for a clear understanding.
The betrothal ceremony: (Blessing of the rings)
In the past it was conducted as separate ceremony. A close study of the order of service will make 
it clear. This is concluded with a bidding prayer. It offers greetings to those who witnessed the 
betrothal. It is not known when it was added as part of the marriage service. Certainly it was not 
done in Kerala, but in Syria, from where we have inherited the liturgy. Today when the engage-
ment function is celebrated in pomp and grandeur there are many who wonder if it can be 
conducted at this time. But it is not likely that such a move will be sanctioned by the hierarchy. 
The main act in this service is to bless the rings and give them to the couple. At the beginning of 
the service marriage is described as joyful experience. The source of this joy is God. The experi-
ence is enriched through the communion with the saints.  Along with the though of joy the prayers 
visualize the union to be realized between the couple. The basis and the model for union 
between the bride and the groom is that between that Church and Christ. It is said that Christ 
gave his body and blood to the Church as a ring to pledge his covenant with the church. God 
himself has ordained that the union of the bride and groom must be confirmed with the ring.
The rings are blessed by the priest in the name of the blessed Trinity and given to the couple. He 
prays that they may ever praise the Holy Trinity and for grace to be ever showered on them. It 
may be noted here that in the Western tradition the bride and the groom make the act of putting 
the rings on each other. It is considered a sign of their mutual consent. But in the Orthodox, the 
priest as representative of God and the Church recognizes their mutual consent and confirms it 
by putting the rings on the bride and the groom. In the prayers that follow, it is wished that they 
may be perfect in truth and justice; that their life may be bright with the ornament of good deeds. 
They are also reminded to keep up sanctity and faithfulness. 
The crowning ceremony 
As already mentioned this second part is the Service proper. In the past two crowns were used 
to be adorned by the bride and groom. It is practiced in other Orthodox Churches even today. We 
have now replaced the crown with a chain having a cross. It is also meaningful, because the 
cross would remind the couple of two essential virtues which they should bring forth in life. The 
cross is the symbol of love and sacrifice. These are the two virtues essential for success in 
marriage. For this service the bride unveil her head so as to receive the blessings and divine 
grace. The prayer begins with the anticipation of the Second Coming. It is hoped that in the 
glorious appearance of our Lord, Church, the bride will enter into eternal joy. The church views 
marriage relationhsip as something kindred to its relatioship with the Lord. The perfection of 
marital joy is in the Kingdom of Christ. A Christian marriage must begin and continue on the 
anchor of this hope. 
God who blessed the marriages of the ancient fathers of the Old Testament time bestows the 
same blessings on the couple. Without God’s blessings no marriage will be successful. In their 
journey along the stony and thorny path of life they need it to go on with patience and sense of 
destination. God’s ever flowing grace will keep them from falling into Satanic temptations and 
help them remain faithful and loving to each other. In every liturgy of our Sacraments two 
readings from the Bible are invariably made. One is from the epistles of St. Paul and the other 
from the Gospels. It shows that our Services are Bible centred and biblically based. In this service 
that first readings is from St. Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians (5:21-6:4). This passage is explained 
in the previous chapter. The second reading is from the Gospel of Mathew (19:1-12) . in the 
Byzantine Orthodox Churches, the Gospel reading is the miracle of Cana (Jn. 2:1-11). The 
presence of Christ at a wedding is the theme. The Gospel reading in the Syrian Church points to 
the instruction of Christ on marriage and divorce. The passage reveals the divine nature and the 
inseparability of the marriage relationship. Divorce is not sanctioned. The husband and wife are 
to live together in unity and love till death separates them. Jesus advice itself is read out to the 
couple so that they may understand it and live according to it. 
After the readings from the Bible the “crowns” are blessed. The chain and the cross are blessed 
in the name of the blessed Trinity. Then the chain is waved around the head, blessed and put 
round the neck of the bride and the bridegroom. There is a connection between the Cross and 
the Crown. Here we may recall the saying: “No Cross; No Crown.” The Christian family is the 
symbol of the Kingdom of God. Subject to the authority of God the bride and the groom are 
installed as the kind and queen of their kingdom, the family. Through the coronation they are 
reminded of their status and responsibility. The crown denotes glory; it is also called the crown of 
justice.  

Cont...

Fr. P.A. Philip (Deputy Secretary Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church)


