ALCOHOLISM

Fr. P.A. Philip (Deputy Secretary Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church)
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“Dambathya Vishudhikarana Varshacharanam - 2014” : Fr. Dr. Shaji P. John

(Vice principal of Nagpur Theological Seminary will be taking class on various topics
related to family, from Oct. 3rd Friday - 6th Monday, 5pm to 8 pm at St. Johns Marthoma
Hall, Abbasiya. All are requested to attend

Kuwait Episcopal Churches Fellowship (KECF) is organizing a Family Conference
on Friday ( 3rd oct )11am to 2pm at St. Johns Parish Hall , Abbassiya.

Schedule of Worship : Venue - ACE’s Hall , Near Subway Rest., Abbasiya
Every Friday Holy Qurbana - 6 : 30 am - 9 am. (Morning Service)
Every Sunday Holy Qurbana - 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm (Evening Service)

Holy Qurbana on 2nd Saturday (11-10-14) 7 am to 9am (NECK South Tent)

Free Transportation Facility : To & fro free transporation facility is available to all who attend
the Holy Qurbana of SSIOC at ACE Hall, Abbasiya. Contact : Mr. Abraham P.K. - 60473158
Parish Trustee : Mr. Laji Joseph : 99916457, Parish Secretary : Mr. Shaju John : 66776676
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“A Christian family is a reflection of Heaven on earth, and its purpose is to invite people to understand God’s love.”
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FAMILY - THE BIBILICAL PERSPECTIVE
Fr.Dr.T.J. Joshua

Il. Family in the Jewish tradition:

Though the descriptions in the book of Genesis confirm monogamy, polygamy set into
the Jewish community at a later stage. There also arose the custom of using house-
maids later stage. The history of the Jewish tribes indicates this.

The Genesis descriptions recognize man-woman equality. Later male domination grew
stronger. The head of the family came to have authority as well as the right of owner-
ship on the other members of the family. Divorce came into effect as a result of male
domination. Moses had permitted divorce. “When a man has taken a wife and married
her and it comes to pass then she find no favour in his eyes, because he has found
some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorce and give it in her hand,
and send her out of his house” (Deut. 24:1). Here divorce was permitted for such a
despicable offence like adultery. Later the interpretation of some Rabies made it possi-
ble for a man desert his wife for silly reasons like excess of salt in curry could be a
reason for divorce! and many such silly instances. It was in these circumstances that
the Pharisees tested Jesus with the question: “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife
for every cause?” (Matt. 19:3).

lll. The teaching of Jesus on marriage!

Jesus was critical of the contemporary society’s attitude to marriage. He held up the
sanctity of marriage. He saw it as one of the greatest and noblest human relationships.
Jesus affirmed it by his presence at the marriage feast at Cana. It must have been a
relative’s house. By participating in the wedding feast Jesus taught us certain things.
1. He found marriage as something noble. It is noteworthy that he did not question the
social customs and rituals connected with marriage.

2. If marriage has not been something divine, he would not have participated in it. By
his presence it was proved that marriages take place in the presence and by the grace
of God.

The direct exhortations on marriage: Matt. 19-3-12, Mark 10:2-12, Luke : 16:18. It is
from the text of Mathew that the Gospel portion is read during the marriage ceremony.
The context of these exhortations is Christ’'s responding to the Pharisees’ questions
about divorce. The statements he made then make evident the following facts:-

1. It is God who unites man and woman in wedlook. It is part of God’s plan. It should
not be seen as a mere human contract.

2. The statement that they are one flesh makes it clear that we need not look down
upon the physical union between man and woman as something unclean and despic-
able. It reminds us of the importance of sex has in married life.

3. Jesus does not ask everyone to get married. He also speaks of the experience of
accepting celibacy for the sake of the kingdom of God. He approves of the celibates
who dedicate themselves, not out of any outward compulsion but out of pure conviction
and commitment.

4. Jesus never approved of divorce. He made it clear that divorce is not part of God’s
plan. Marriage is a lifelong relationship based on mutual trust. Moses gave sanction for
divorce because of the hard-heartedness of the people.

Matthew 19:9 and 5:32 show that though divorce was not permissible, Jesus granted
exemption on grounds of adultery. But the Gospel of St. Mark, the parallel to that of St.
Mathew does not say so. Therefore theologians point out that the expression “for
nothing other than adultery” was a later interpolation, made with a view to giving relaxa-
tion to the rigid attitude towards divorce. St. Paul in his epistles does not permit divorce
on any ground.

IV St. Paul on Family

St. Paul’'s exhortations on family deserve special study. The first epistle to the Corinthi-
ans and the epistle to Ephesians reveal his attitude best.

a. | Cor. 7. It seems that through a letter the Corinthians had asked St. Paul certain
questions about marriage and divorce. The seventh chapter contains some practical
suggestions St. Paul makes, after taking into consideration the circumstances prevail-
ing there. According to the Epicureans any act could be allowed in the sexual relation.
The stoics, on the other hand favoured ascetic attitude. It was middle position that the
gnostics held. St. Paul’'s views are summarised by an author in the following words:
sexual intercourse is desirable and permissible in marriage. But the perfect are those
who live in self-restraint. Marriage is good; celibacy is noble; remarriage is permissible.
However it is better that widows do not marry again. When we make a cursory reading
of the chapter we may assume that St. Paul was against marriage. It can even be
argued that he attributed a higher status to celibacy. Here we have to take into consid-
eration the circumstances and the background in which St. Paul wrote. His life was
dedicated to the mission of preaching the gospel. Therefore he worked day in and day
out absolutely forgetting all other obligations. Thus it was from his personal point of
view that he held celibacy noble. Secondly the hope that the Lord’s Return was
imminent, was very strong when Paul was writing this epistle. “But this | say, bretheren,
the time is short (1. Cor. 7:29). Because the Lord’s coming was imminent, it was better
to be free from the entanglement of marriage. Therefore it was just a suggestion to be
ready for the Lord’s coming. Cont



