True Parenting

Br. Sajoie Samuel, STOTS, Nagpur

Train a child in the way he should walk and he will not stray from it even
when he is old.(Prov.22-6)

Ever watched an eagle building its nest ? It build its nest out of thorns and
briars. They line the outer shell with animal skins, feathers and fur thereby
making it very comfortable for the eaglets. By the time the babies get
mature enough fly away, the mother eagle stirs the nest. She covers over
the nest and starts fluttering and flapping her powerful wings,. By now the
loose feathers get blown away nest. She then, with her strong beaks teats
the nest to pieces. All of a sudden, the baby eagle find themselves
perched on thorn. Writhing in pain, the eagles look up to their mother, who
by now starts flapping her wings frantically. Taking the cue, the eaglets too
do the same. Hence here stats the “training” of an eaglet to fly. A concoc-
tion of pain and parental guidance, the eaglet learns to fly.

Un-fortunately today’s youth neither gets pain nor parental guidance for
their upbringing. The 21st century parent would rather let his child be as he
is rather than let him pass through the rigmarole of a disciplined life. As a
result moral decadence has crept into the by lanes of societal life.

Parents need to treat their children as individuals who have a say in family
matters. Important issues need to be discussed with them to brace them
for the future. If respect them, they would reciprocate

this respect to you .Let your children know of your financial situation at
home. Do not cave—in to all their demands. Instead let them know how you
have to toil to make both ends meet. Talk with them, do not talk them.
Never be little them in the presence of their friends. By doing this you are
trudging on their self — esteem thereby demoralizing and hampering their
mental growth. This ins reverberated in St. Matthew 18:15b

the 21st century parent has no time for their children. The times are such
that our official world has sneaked into our bedrooms thereby curtailing our
family lives. As a result, the generation gulf has widened between the
parents and kids. Earmark a day of the week as a family day. Paper your
family with love and care. Talk to your children regarding the children their
day —to-day activities. It is mandatory that a family dines together at least
one meal a day. “A family that prays together stays together” can be
medium for unity in a Christian family. Biblical text should be discussed in
family discussions to ignite the biblical knowledge of your family.

(Cont...)

MIDLENT & VACHANIPPU PERUNNAL ( MARCH 25TH, TUESDAY)

Holy Qurbana & special service will be celebrate by H.G.Dr. Joseph Mar
Dionysius at ACE’s Hall, Abbasiya (Near Subway Rest.) at 6:30 pm

SUNDAY SCHOOL :

Talent Scann - 21st March (Friday), 10 : 00 am to 4:00 pm
1st Phase Examination : 27th March (Thursday) 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm
Venue : Successline Institute Bldg. (Near Mookambika Jewellery, Abbaisya)

EVENING PRAYER & HOLY CONFESSION

Sunday to Wednesday 6:30 pm to 8:00pm
Venue : ACE’s Hall, Abbasiya (Near Subway Rest.)

The Vicar & parishoners extend blissful happy B’day & Wedding Anniver-
sary wishes to all whose same marks on the month of March. (Special
prayer is offered in Holy Qurbana for them)
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Fr. Dr. Shaji P. John
(Vice Principal STOTS, Nagpur)

TEMPLES OF ISRAEL (contnuation

Zerubbabel’s Temple (Second Temple)

In 539 B.C. Cyrus I, the king of Persia captured Baby-
lone and incorporated it to the Persian Empire. He
allowed all the deported people to go back to their own
lands and practice their own religious observances. As
a result of these developments, a number of Jews
returned to Judea and Jerusalem under the leadership |
of Shsh-Bazzar and Zerubbabel (some of the scholars
are of the opinion that these two are the same person) and they rebuilt the
temple in its old cite and finished probably in 516/ 5 B.C. This temple is often
called as Zerubbabel’s temple or Second temple.

Our earliest Biblical reference to this temple is Haggai (520 B.C) and Zecha-
riah (520-518 B.C). In the book of Chronicles we can see the organisation of
the temple staff and the duties of Levite, the temple musicians, the gate keep-
ers, and the like. In the book of Ezra also we gets the valuable historical
evidences about the construction of the temple.

The exact and reliable information about the second temple are lacking. The
probabilities are that it was similar in plan and size to Solomon’s structure.
The new temple was not rich and costly as the Solomon’s temple. However,
they made some addition from time to time like fortification of the temple made
by Simon Il, continued by the Hasmoneans.

The Temple of Herod

In 20-19 B.C. Herod the great undertook to reconstruct the temple and its
surrounding courts and buildings. The essential construction was completed
in about ten years, but the work on the annexes and courts continued for half
a century, and may not have been entirely finished when the destruction came
in A. 70. This temple was a complete rebuilding according to the new and then
prevailing style of architecture, the Hellenistic- Roman.

Our chief literary sources about this temple are New Testament, Josephus
and Mishna tractate Middoth. The brief description in Philo is too vague and
general to be of use. The description in Josephus and Mishna are both in
considerable details, but not in complete agreement with each other. The New
Testament contains more than a hundred references to Herod’s Temple. Most
of these references have to do with the attitudes on the part of Jews or the
early Christians toward the temple and its institution. A number of Gospel
passages portray Jesus as frequenting the temple, teaching of walking there.

Other Temples

There are three other temples dedicated to Yahweh are known to have
existed outside Jerusalem in the post-exilic period, they are the Samaritan
temple, Elephantine temple and the temple at Leontopolosb, but they are
never recognised as legitimate by the officials in Jerusalem. The only certain
thing known about the Samaritan temple is that it was on mount Garizim and
it was in existence when Antiochus IV Epiphanes dedicated it to Zeus in 167-
166 B.C. The temple was destroyed by John Hyrcanus in 129 B.C, but the text
of Jn. 4: 20-21 indicates that there was still a cultic centre on mount Garizim
at Jesus time. The Elephantine temple was the sanctuary dedicated to
Yahweh by a Jewish military who lived in Elephantine in Egypt during the 5th
to 6th century B.C. This sanctuary was attacked by the Egyptians in 410 B.C.
and after the end of Persian rule in Egypt in the fourth century B.C. the
Elephantine colonists and their temple disappeared from the history. The
temple at Leontopolis was built by Onias, the son of the high priest Onias Il
(2 Mc. 4:33-34) in the year 170 B.C. It remained in existence until 73 A.D.
when Vespasian ordered it to be destroyed to prevent any resurgence of
Jewish nationalism.
End.
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