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St. Stephens I0C, It Managing Committee

PRAYER MEETING SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY - 2014

Trustee :Mr. Mathews Oommen - 69950722
Date Name Address Fir. Flat Mobile Time(pm) |Secretary :Mr. George Pappachan - 66322702
St. Gregorios Prayer (Abbasiya) Secretary : Mr. Binu Varghese - 66764194 / 65837243 Auditors } ﬁr- \B/?_rglll)efbv-;fl- - 22;‘7‘233%
07/02 Mr. Binny Mathew Behind Tel. Communication Bldg. G 07 97752769  5.00 - . e r el
14/02 Mr. Liju George Mathew  Address Bldg., Abbasiya 08 44 97217118 5.00 anaglng Comlttee Members
21/02 Mr.Vipin K Varghese Opp. Family supper Bazar 06 89 65962958  5.00 |St Gregorios Prayer - Abbasiya
St. Basil Prayer (Abbasiya) Secretary : Mr. Alex P. George - 97435242 Lk dpad=S e 66465095
Mr. Mathew Varghese 99781931
07/02 Mr.John Varghese Opp.Euro Asia Travels 05 19 99209636 5:00 St Basil Praver - Abbasiva
14/02 Mr.Ebin Thomas Family Super Mkt. Bldg 06 21 97210519  5:00 ' Mr Abr;/harn PK‘ 4 60473158
21/02 Nlr./.\Joy sz\cob George .Opp. to Al Razi Pharmacy 06 25 99182907  5:00 Mr. Ebin Thomas 97210519
St. Dionysius Prayer (Abbasiya) Secretary : Mr. Thomas Varghese - 99274419 T e s e b
07/02 Mr. Liju KThankachen N/R Pardise Restaurant 06 41 97132790  5:30 Mr. V.T. Mathew 90949681
14/02 Mr. Raju K. N/R Unique stores 04 16 99476337 5:30 Mr. Sunil Jacob 99363710
21/02 Mr. Biju P Abraham N/R Hi dine supermarket 06 66 55976901 5:30 [St. George Prayer - Abbasiya
. . . ) Mr. Shaju John 66776676
St. George Prayer (Abbasiya) Secretary : Mr. Shiju Abraham - 65845959 MR 99878197
07/02 Mr. Soji Varghese Maliyekkal Jewellry Building 03 10 66751797 5.30 [St. Mary’s Prayer - Riggai
14/02 Mr. Shibu Abraham Building No.128, CMSupermarket bldg. 05 34 96629861 5.30 Mr. Binu Mathew 66084911
21/02 Mr. Abey Pappachen Maliyakkal Jewellry Building 04 1 90923709  5.30 Mr. Binoy Thankachan 97329268
St. Mary’s Prayer (Riggai) Secretary : Mr. Babukutty K. Mathew - 60626195 St. Thomas Prayer - Farwaniya, Khaitan
07/02 Mr. Ullas babu Building No.7, Opp. Shia masjid 02 05 66592881 730 | Mr V.Y. Thomas 97924739
21/02 Mr. Nibu P Rajoo Opp.Reggai Plaza Hotel. 04 14 99648590  7.30 |St. John’s Prayer, Hawally, Salmiya, Abuhalifa
St.Thomas Prayer (Farwaniya & Khaitan) Secretary : Mr.Jacob Zachariah - 99720086 Mr. Rajan Mathai 66511549
21-02 Mr.V.Y.Thomas Opp. Indian Community School,Khaitan 03 13 97924739  6.30 80 Feast of St. Dionysius
St.John's Prayer (Hawally, Salmiya & Abuhalifa) Secretary : Mr. Shibu Abraham - 66952168
14-02 Mr. Shibu Abraham Near Al Plaza Hawally 03 12 66952168  6.30 The Holy Qurbana &

Perunnal service will
be on 27th February,
Thursday, from 6:30
pm to 9:30 pm at
Central School
Auditorium, Abbasiya.
Nercha will also be
served.

Ninveh Lent - Retreat & Holy Qurbana

Venu : Ace’s Hall, Subway Rest. bldg. Abbasiya

11th Feb. 6:30 pm - Evening prayer & Retreat.

12th Feb. 6:30 pm - Evening prayer & Holy Qurbana.
Nercha will also be served on both days

The Vicar & parishoners extend blissful happy B’day & Wedding Anniversary wishes to all whose same
marks on the month of February. (Special prayer is offered in Holy Qurbana for them)

St. Stephens Indian Orthodox Sunday School :
Regular classes will continue from 5:15 to 7:00 pm
on every Thursdays at Successline Institute near
Mookambika Jewellery Building, Abbasiya.
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St Stephens Indian Otthodox Congregation, Kuwait
Vicax : F.Saju Philip, Mob. - 60696128
Email : info@ststephensq8.otg — www.ststephensg8.o1g
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Telephone: 0481-2574323, 2578500
Fax: 0481-2570569
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Website: www.mosc.in
E-mail: catholicos@mosc.in

The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

CATHOLICATE OF THE EAST
"?
BASELIOS MARTHOMA PAULOSE II S o CATHOLICATE PALACE
CATHOLICOS OF gl g KOK[EIIQAYL"\AMI’(\’IE:;’IK*
THE APOSTOLIC THRONE OF - ALAI
ST. THOMAS S L
AND MALANKARA METROPOLITAN & a

January 9, 2014

We are very much delighted to know that our St. Stephen’s Indian Orthodox Church, the
newly formed congregation of Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church in Kuwait region, is
Just about to publish the first volume of its monthly news bulletin “STEPHANIAN"
from this month onwards. I'm confident that God Almighty will abundantly bless your
& effortin this regard, since this Rind of efforts bring our brothers & sisters together and the
fabric of this relationship would take us to live in harmony and peace. Let peace and
God’s love prevails everywhere.
We thank,God for the heavenly blessings showered upon you. May our Lord Jesus Christ
bless < help all hands behind this Magazine.

Usoloanan o |
Baselios Marthoma Paulose 11 ‘
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The Malankara @ rti;nhux Syrian Church
CATHOLICATE OF THE EAST
DIOCESE OF CALCUTTA
[THE CALCUTTA ORTHODOX DIOCESAN COUNCIL])
RED. WO, 13684
OH. JOSEPH MAH DIDNYSIUS
Biocesan Matropalitar

Message

Warm greetings and blessings to the Vicar, Managing Committee Members
and the beloved faithful members of St. Stephen’s Indian Orthodox Congre-
gation, Kuwait!

Beloved in the Lord,

We are happy to know that you are publishing a Monthly news letter of St.
Stephen’s IOC Kuwait. As you all are aware the travails and birth pangs

involved in the formation of the new Congregation very much and you

should actively grow as worshipping spiritual community.

As we know ‘ecclesia’or ‘church’is indeed the one body of Jesus Christ of which we are all members.
In this era of technology when people communicate across the regional boundaries , the fact is that
sometimes members of the same family or church try to lead a much more secluded life. We hope that
this Monthly news letter will help in bridging the gap between the individuals and families. We hope
and pray that this Monthly news letter will indeed become a tool to strengthen relationships and unify
different families to establish an ideal Kingdom of God on this earth.

Your Shephered in Christ,

Dr..Joseph Mar Dionysius Metropolitan
{}mﬂ Diomysius ﬁﬁ) e

T oealsye—l i
Feast of St. Stephen, 2014
Mt. Tabor Daira, Pathanapuram
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Fr. Dr. Shaji P. John
Vice Principal STOTS, Nagpur

TEMPLES OF ISRAEL

The Temple has got a significant place in the religious
and social life of Israelites. For the Israelites and all
other people of the ancient world, religion was essen-
tially a social phenomenon. It was expressed through
communal participation in specified rituals that could
only take place in temple. The temple was the place of
prayer, worship and sacrifice. In the ancient Near East, |
temples were considered as the earthly dwelling place * —

of the gods. For the Jews and Christians the Temple of Jerusalem is the
House of God. The first temple of Israelites was built by Solomon in the tenth
century BC. This was destructed by the Babylonians invasion in 587 BC and
was restored as a second temple early in the post exilic period. The temple of
the New Testament time was a grand edifies, rebuilt and enlarged by Herod
the Great. Its construction began in 19BCE and was completed in 64 CE, six
years before its destruction by the Romans in 70CE. The temple played an
important part in the ministry of Jesus and the apostolic church and its struc-
ture and patterns of worship provided the basis for New Testament and many
of the theological images.

Early Worship Centres

It is very difficult to make history of worship in Old Testament. However, we
can see the development and changes in the concept of worship of the people
of Israel. In the patriarchal period worship was simple, individual, and periodic.
It occurred at mountains, streams, rocks, or trees, wherever God appeared to

the worshiper. Worship had no mediator, no idol, and no stated time. Some
scholars suggests that the patriarchs were animists or polytheists, but we don
not find the patriarchs were worshiping material objects or the spirits which
some suppose reside in them.

Worship in Mosaic period begins with the theophany at the burning bush and
Moses’ call to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. The worship of Yahweh is the part
of the purpose of exodus. Free of Egypt, Israel was to hold a feast, make sacri-
fices, and serve Yahweh. A great change occurred in Israel’s worship at Sinai
(Ex. 19-24). Worship becomes corporate. The whole nation participates in the
preparation for theophany. The mountain may represent a stated place and
Moses becomes the mediator of the Holy. The Israelites made portable sanctu-
ary “holy-place” or a “dwelling place”, during their wilderness journey. Whether
or not sacrifices were actually offered in the wilderness may be debated. The
worship of Israel entered a new phase during the period of monarchy. A temple
was built, and eventually all communal worship involving the offering of sacri-
fice was centralised in the new temple.

The Temple of Solomon

This was the first temple of the Jewish tradition. There are a lot of references
about this temple both in OT and NT. However, the chief source of information
about the Solomon’s temple are the description in | Kings chapters 5-8, Il
Chronicle 2-7 and those in Ezekiel 40-43. Bible presents the building of
Solomon’s temple as an act of piety through which the young king fulfilled the
dream of his father David. The early tradition in Il Sam. 24:16-25 shows that
David purchased a threshing floor form Araunah the Jebusite up on which to
build an altar. According to | Chr. 22:1, Il Chr. 3:1(where Araunah is called
Ornan) this was the site of Solomon’s temple. The building of the First Temple
was a monumental task. Phoenician craftsmen were employed to build the
Temple. Construction began in the fourth year of Solomon's reign and took
seven years. After the completion of the Temple it was dedicated by King Solo-
mon in 953 BC.

In size the building was 60 cubits long, 20 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high. At the
front of the temple was an Ulam or Elam, variously translated “porch,” “portico,”
or “entrance hall,” 20 cubits wide. Beyond this one was the Hekhal or main
room called “holy place,”40 cubits long. Beyond Hekhal was the place called
“holy of holies.” This room was an exact cube, 20 cubits in each dimension.
Around all of the outside of the building except the hekhal there was a structure
variously translated as a “side rooms”, “side wing,” and the like. Some scholars
are of the view that this structure was a later addition, or was a part only of
second temple, that of Zerubbabel. The temple building did not stand alone, but
was the part of a complex of royal buildings that took altogether twenty years to
build. For this reason some refer it as a royal chapel.

The uniqueness of this temple comparing with the other temples in the ancient
world is that there was no idol in it. It contained only the Mercy Seat over the Ark
and the Cherubim overshadowing the Mercy Seat. The Temple also symbolized
the hearing ear of God: “Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplica-
tion, O Lord my God, and listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is
praying before You today: that Your eyes may be open toward this temple night
and day toward the place of which You said, "My name shall be there," and that
You may hear the prayer which Your servant makes toward this place.” (1 Kings
8:28-29). It was also a place of refuge for the stranger (1 Kings 8: 4143). The
Temple was the house of prayer for all people where all nations of the earth
should fear God (Isaiah 56:7). The universal splendor of the Solomon’s temple
brought pilgrims from near and far.

However, Solomon in his later life separates himself from God and conse-
quently God raised up adversaries against him. The temple would now continue
to decline and wealth and splendor and importance for the next 367 years. And
the Babylonians captured the city and destroyed the temple in the year 586
BCE.

(Continue on next issue.....)



