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Schedule of Worship : Venue - ACE’s Hall , Near Subway Rest., Abbasiya
Every Friday Holy Qurbana - 6:30 am - 9 am. (Morning Service)

Every Sunday Holy Qurbana - 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm (Evening Service)

Holy Qurbana on 2nd Saturday (13-11-15) 7:00 am to 9:00 am (NECK South Tent)

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary : The Vicar & parishoners extend
blissful happy B’day & Wedding Anniversary wishes to all whose same
marks on the month of November. (Special prayer is offered in Holy Qurbana for them.)

Free Transportation Facility : To & fro free transporation facility is available to

all who attend the Holy Qurbana of SSIOC at ACE Hall, Abbasiya.

Contact Details : Mr. Kuriachan P.K. : 96681598 (Transportation Gen. Co.ordinator)

Mr. Cherian V.T. (Farwaniya & Khaitan) : 99285095, Mr. Joby Chacko. (Hawally & Salmiya) : 55005114
Parish Trustee : Mr. Raju K. : 99476337, Parish Secretary : Mr. Binu Thomas : 50166267

For private circulation only
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Beloved in the Lord,

Greetings in the name of Lord Jesus.

This Stephanian comes to you at the Koodosh Edtho the first day in our
Liturgical Calendar. What is Koodosh Edtho? This is a Hebrew word which
means ‘Sanctification of the Church’ This word has a historical background.
When we learn the history of the Jews there is a day that is celebrated by Israel
called the feast of Hanukah or Chanukah. Chanukah begins 75 days after the
Day of Atonement [the 25th day of the ninth month - or in our December] and
lasts for 8 days. Chanukah is not mentioned in the Old Testament, because it
began to be celebrated during the period between the Old and New Testa-
ment or the Intertestamental Period. Basically, it is a celebration of the cleans-
ing of the Temple after the Jews defeated Antiochus Epiphanies, a Greek king
of the Seleucid Empire who invaded Jerusalem, defiled the Temple by placing
an image of Zeus in the Temple, and offering a pig on the altar. The Jews even-
tually recaptured Jerusalem, and immediately set about cleansing the
Temple. So, in essence, this is the celebration of the cleansing and rededica-
tion of the Temple to God, and is referred to one time in the New Testament,
where Jesus was present in Jerusalem for Chanukah (“And it was at Jerusalem
the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the temple
in Solomon's porch”. John 10:22-23.). This is also known as the Festival of
Lights and Feast of Dedication.

What is the purpose of sanctifying the Church every year? Has anyone
thought about the reason? 1 Cor 3:16-17 says so. “Do you not know that you
are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone
defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy,
which temple you are”. So we are the temples of God. Being temples of God
we should keep ourselves holy. As St. Peter has said in his 1st common Epistle
Ch 1:15 & 16 “...but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct, because it is written,Be Holy for  am Holy"
This month we are also celebrating the Perunnal of the Canonized saint of our
Church St. Gregorios of Parumala. Heb 13:7 “Remember those who rule over
you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, consider-
ing the outcome of their conduct”. Let us follow the ways that these saints
showed us. As we enter this new Liturgical Year with the Koodosh Edtho let us
sanctify ourselves and dedicate ourselves into his presence and be good
thankful human beings.
May God Almighty help us to have perfection of the Holy Spirit in us.
May God Bless us all.

Kurian Achen
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