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INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT

The Third Book of Moses Commonly called Leviticus
Leviticus is pre-eminently a book of worship. The English title, derived from the Greek
and Latin version of the Hebrew Bible, refers to the Levitical priests who were set apart
to minister at the sanctuary. The book is divided into six parts:
Laws dealing with sacrifices (Ch. 1 —7)
The consecration of the priests to their office (Ch.8 — 10)
Laws setting forth the distinction between clean and unclean (Ch.11 — 15)
The ceremony for the annual Day of Atonement. Ch: 16
Laws to govern the life of the people of Israel as the life of holy people (Ch.17 — 26)
An appendix on religious vow Ch:27

Although this section of the Pentateuch has become a separate “book”, actually
it is a continuation of the priestly tradition as mentioned at the end of the book of
Exodus: chapters 25-31, 35-40. Moreover, the same tradition extends without interrup-
tion through the first ten chapters of Numbers. It is generally agreed that this priestly
material in its present form comes from as relatively late period. Through the various
rituals and laws, there breathes the conviction that the Holy God’s tabernacle was in the
midst of His people during their historical pilgrimage. (Exodus 34 — 38). The nearness
of God not only accentuates the people’s sense of sin, but also prompts them to turn to
Him in sacrificial services of worship. For, according to the priestly witness, God has
provided the means of atonement and forgiveness whereby the community is stored to
wholeness and is reconciled to Him.
Made in God’s image, we were created to have a close relationship with Him and when
this fellowship is broken, we are incomplete and need restoration. Communion with the
living God is the essence of worship. It is vital, touching the very core of our live.
Perhaps, this is why a whole book of the Holy Bible is dedicated to worship. After the
dramatic exit of the Israelites from Egypt, they camped at the foot of Mount Sinai for two
years to listen to God (Exodus 19 to Numbers 10). It was a time of resting, teaching,
building and meeting Him face to face. Redemption in the book of Exodus is the founda-
tion for cleaning, worship and service in the book of Leviticus.
The overwhelming message of Leviticus is the holiness of God — “Be holy because |,
the Lord your God am Holy”. But, how can we unholy people approach a holy God? The
answer — first sin must be dealt with. Thus the opening chapters of Leviticus give
detailed instruction for offering sacrifices, which were the active symbols of repentance
and obedience. Whether the sacrificial offering be the bulls, grain, goat or sheep, it had
to be perfect, with no defects or bruises; a picture of the ultimate sacrifice to come —
Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ has come and opened the way to God by sacrificing His life.
In Leviticus, sacrifices, priests and the sacred Day of Atonement opened the way for the
Israelites to come to God. God’s people were also to worship Him with everything they
had in their lives.
Thus we read of the purity laws (Ch. 11-15) and the rules for daily living concerning
family responsibilities, sexual conduct, relationship, worldliness (Ch. 18-20) and vows
(Ch. 27). These instructions involve one’s holy walk with God and the patterns of a
spiritual living remain the same for the day. Worship, therefore, has a horizontal aspect
— that is God is honored by our lives as we relate to others.
The final emphasis in the book of Leviticus is on celebration. The book gives instruc-
tions for conducting a feast. These were special, regular and corporate occasions for
remembering what God has done for us, giving thanks to Him and rededicating our
lives for His services (Ch. 23).
Purpose: - A handbook for the priests and the Levites — outlining their duties in worship
and a guidebook of holy living for the Hebrews., Author: - Moses,
Date Written: - 1445 — 1444 B.C., Setting: - At the foot of Mount Sinai.
teaches the Israelites how to live as holy people of God.,
Key verses: - ‘Be holy because I, the Lord your God am Holy”. Leviticus 19 : 2.,
Key People: - Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, Ithamar.
Key Places: - Mount Sinai, Special features: - Holiness is mentioned 152 times, more
times than in any other book of the Bible.,
Mega Themes: - Sacrifice / Offering, worship, health, holiness, Levites
Worshipping a Holy God : (1:1-17:16
The Israelites have arrived safely at the foot of Mount Sinai, and the tabernacle has
been completed. The people will spend a great deal of time here as God shows them a
new way of life W|th clear mstructlons on how sinful people can relate to a holy God.
Li

2l o @O (9 =

God

After the sacrificial system for forglvmg sins was in place, the people were instructed on
how to live as the forgiven people. Hence the book of Leviticus is filled with the
commands God gave to His people at the foot of Mount Sinai.
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