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Schedule of Worship  :  Venue - ACE’s Hall , Near Subway Rest., Abbasiya
Every Friday Holy Qurbana  - 6:30 am - 9 am. (Morning Service)
Every Sunday Holy Qurbana  - 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm (Evening Service)
Holy Qurbana on 2nd Saturday (09-05-15) 7:00 am to 9:00 am (NECK South Tent)

Free Transportation Facility :  To & fro free transporation facility is available to 
all who attend the Holy Qurbana of SSIOC at ACE Hall, Abbasiya. 
Contact Details :  Mr. Cherian V.T.  (Farwaniya & Khaitan) : 99285095
Mr. Joby Chacko. (Hawally & Salmiya) : 55005114
Parish Trustee : Mr. Raju K. : 99476337, Parish Secretary  : Mr. Binu Thomas : 50166267

The Holy Qurbana & 
Special service 

will be on 13th May 
Wednesday at 6: 30 pm

ACE’s Hall Abbasiya

HEARTFUL WISHES HEARTFUL WISHES

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary : The Vicar & parishoners extend
blissful happy B’day & Wedding Anniversary wishes to all whose same
marks on the month of May. (Special prayer is offered in Holy Qurbana for them.)

For private circulation only
Vicar : Fr.Saju Philip, Mob. - 60696128 / 24347327
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H.H. BASELIOS DIDYMOS 1
Heavenly abode on 26th May 2014

1st Ormma perunnal
May 29

Holy Qurbana and 
Commemoration
service will be on 
29th May Friday.

Nercha will also be 
served

Feast of Ascension
Swargarohana Perunnal 

May 13

Feast of Penticost
Penticosti Perunnal 

May 24
The Holy Qurbana & 
Special service will be
on 24th May Sunday

at 6: 30 pm
ACE’s Hall Abbasiya

Prayer Meeting Schedule for May.-2015



THE STUDY OF SACRAMENTS - HOLY BAPTISM (... Cont)

Cont... Cont... on next page

Blessing of water: Pouring of Myron
After making the sign of the cross over the water, the Holy Spirit is invoked 
similar to the Holy Qurbana . just as the celebrant waves his hands over the 
bread and wine, similarly during baptism too the celebrant does the same. The 
prayer that is recited brings to the fore the true meaning of baptism.
“O Lord God almighty, hallow these waters and make them waters of refresh-
ment, waters of happiness and rejoicing, waters which symbolize the Death and 
Resurrection of Your Only Begotten son, and waters of sanctification. Hallow 
these waters for the purification of the defilements of the body and soul, for the 
releasing from all bondage, for the remission of sins, and for the enlightenment 
of soul and body. Hallow these waters for the washing of rebirth, for the gift of 
adoption as son of God, for the robe of incorruption, and for the renewal by Your 
Holy Spirit. 
The prayer first invokes the Holy spirit to bless the water. Just as in the begin-
ning the Holy Spirit brooded over the water similarly in baptism to the catechu-
men receives a new birth. Just as the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus Christ in 
baptism too the catechumen is made the child of God. The water that signifies 
death, through baptism becomes the water of comfort (Ps 23:2)
Following this Holy Myron is poured in the font in the form of a cross. Pouring of 
the Holy Myron in such a manner can also be seen in Syrian Antiochian 
tradition. Dionysius the Areopagite (c.500) is the first church father to write on 
this. It can be proved that this practice existed in the second century. As per St. 
Irenaus (2 century) the Gnostics pour a concoction of water and olive oil on the 
baptized head. Scholars believe that the Gnostics followed the popular practice 
of the Roman Catholics in this context. 
Moses Bar-Kepha writes on its significance:
“The Holy Myron that is poured in the water signifies the Holy Spirit. Just as 
before the creation, the spirit of God brooded over the water and granted it life 
potency, similarly through the Myron, mankind is granted the blessing to bear 
forth spiritual off spring’s worthy of the Kingdom of God”.
Holy Myron is used in the baptismal water to ensure the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. In the Syrian tradition, Holy Myron represents Holy Spirit. The pouring of 
Myron in the baptismal water is due to the sureity of rebirth through water and 
Spirit. 
As per the Order of St. Severius , after the anointing of the water, the body of the 
Catechumen is smeared with Holy Oil. But this anointing is not to be seen in the 
Pambakuda text. When the Order of Bar Hebraeus was re-edited, the rite of 
anointing the whole body with Holy Oil seems to have been left out. In almost all 
interpretations of Baptism, we can see this rite being followed.
Baptism through water 
The Catechumen is placed in the baptismal font facing the east. The celebrant 
stands on the eastern side facing the west thereby standing face to face with the 
catechumen. The celebrant places his right hand on the Catechumen’s head 
and with his left hand pours water on his / her head. The celebrant does so, by 
taking water from front side of the Catechumen, then from behind the Catechu-
men. The same procedure is repeated on the right and left side of the child too. 
The celebrant does so in the form of a cross. 
Before the fall of Adam, paradise stood facing to the east. So the Catechumen 
is positioned facing the east. This fact is revealed by Moses Bar-Kepha. He 
continues to say the priest laying his right hand on the Catechumen’s head signi-
fies God creating Adam with his own hands and St. John the Baptist his hand on 
Christ Baptize Him in Jordan. 
In the Alexandrian Church, and other Eastern Churches, at the time of Baptism 
the celebrant recites the prayers: “I baptize  thee…”whereas in Syrian tradition 
more emphasis is given on the Catechumen’s name. St. John Chrysostom 
provides us with the reason. 
When the celebrant says that such and such person is getting baptized it means 
that the baptized is the sole recipient of the divine blessings and that the 
baptized plays a significant role. The Father, the son and the Holy Spirit, the 
inseparable Trinity consummate all this.


