Parish Managing Committee 2015 - 2016

will be served on both days be served on both days
OVBS 2015 will be conducted from June 24th to July 3rd. OVBS Application
forms are available with Sunday School Teachers. Application forms must be duly
filled by the parents and to be submitted to the Sunday School Teachers on or before
June 12th. For any query : Mr. Reji T. Achenkunju (OVBS 2015 Supt.) 96687425
Mrs. Mary Abraham (OVBS 2015 Conv.

Mortha Mariyam Vanitha Samajam : The monthly meeting will be on 10th
April Friday after Holy Qurbana.

Schedule of Worship : Venue - ACE’s Hall , Near Subway Rest., Abbasiya
Every Friday Holy Qurbana - 6:30 am - 9 am. (Morning Service)

Every Sunday Holy Qurbana - 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm (Evening Service)

Holy Qurbana on 2nd Saturday (11-04-15) 7:00 am to 9:00 am (NECK South Tent)

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary : The Vicar & parishoners extend
blissful happy B’day & Wedding Anniversary wishes to all whose same
marks on the month of April. (Special prayer is offered in Holy Qurbana for them.)
Free Transportation Facility : To & fro free transporation facility is available to

all who attend the Holy Qurbana of SSIOC at ACE Hall, Abbasiya.

Contact Details :

Mr. Cherian V.T. (Farwaniya & Khaitan) : 99285095

Mr. Joby Chacko. (Hawally & Salmiya) : 55005114
Parish Trustee : Mr. Raju K. : 99476337
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Parish Secretary : Mr. Binu Thomas : 50166267 For private circulation only
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HOLY BIBLE (... Cont)

THE STUDY OF SACRAMENTS - HOLY BAPTISM (... Cont)
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The New Testament Canon

Jesus Christ and the Apostles had only the Old Testament as their Bible. It was only
later that had more books which were collected the Church and compiled.

The first compositions in the New Testament are the epistles of St. Paul. He was
persuaded to write them because of the problems and the needs that came up in
the churches he set up. Heretical teaching, superstitious practices, differences of
opinion, division etc. were there. But as the letters were inspired by the Holy Spirit,
they became relevant for the people of any place and any age. They were complied
after the death of the Apostle.

The composition of the Gospels

In the first three decades, the gospel was spread by word of mouth. What Jesus did
and said passed on faithfully by the witnesses. 1 John 1:1-2 St. Paul hints at the
oral tradition in 1 Corinthians 15:3. Those who read the gospels carefully can under-
stand that the conversational style is more dominant in them than the style of a
written composition. The structure of sentences in conversations is very evident in
them.

The circumstances behind the composition of the gospels.

The times of the Apostles who were eye—witnesses passed off quickly. When the
occasions to hear directly from them grew fewer, there arose the need to record
their words. When the Church grew and spread, the Apostles and their colleagues
could not be present in all communities. Thus Jesus word and deeds came to be
recorded as the Apostles, memoirs or the creed of faith of the community or as aids
to Biblical counsels.

By the end of 1st century A.D., Paul’s epistles, the four gospels, the Acts of the
Apostles, the Epistles and the Book of Revelations had been written. But they were
not collected and compiled as we see them today. They were approved as the
official scripture only later and it was done in a regular progressive order. The
circumstances that led to the forming of the New Testament: By the second century
A.D. many compositions other than those we have now, had become current in the
community. Many of them were written by the heretics who wanted to spread their
teachings. Thus there came the compositions inspired by the Holy Spirit as well as
those not thus inspired. This caused confusion in the believers. In such a situation,
the authoritative texts of the Church had to be defined. The Testament Canon was
formed to resist the activities of the heretics. There must also have risen a thought
that the Christian Church too must have a set of authoritative texts like that of the
Jewish Church.

There were three criteria that were considered for a text to be included in the
Canon. 1) A text must be read during the time of the public worship and must have
got common approval. 2) The contents must be in accordance with the true teach-
ing and be beneficial to the readers. 3) The authoritative nature of the text, which
must be written by the Apostles or their colleagues.

Under these criteria, the four gospels were first approved; on the same basis came
in the epistles attributed to St. Paul. The other books got approval, only later.

The Epistle to Hebrews, the Epistles of James, Jude, Peter 1 and 2, John1 and 2
and the Book of Revelations got general approval later. Though the Epistle to
Hebrews got he approval of the Eastern Church early, it was only as late as the end
of 4th century A.D. that it was approved by the Western Church. The Book of
Revelation got approved by the Western Church first. But the Easterners rejected
it. Though the Orthodox Churches in the Byzantine tradition accepted it, the
Eastern Syrian Churches rejected it. But now it is included in the Peshitta, the
Syrian Bible.

Many of the Church — Fathers have given the list of the New Testament Canon. The
Canon given by Oregon, Clement of Alexandria, Eusebius, Cyril of Jerusalem,
Athanasius and Jerome are noteworthy. The list of each has differences from that
of the other. In an encyclical sent by Athanasius of Alexandria in A.D. 367, the New
Testament Canon is described. There are 27 books in it. But Cyril of Jerusalem did
not include the Book of Revelations in his list. It is to be specially mentioned that
the ecumenical synods have not defined the Canon of the Bible.

Cont...

St. Jacob of Serugh writes that through Christ’s baptism, the waters of Jordan
got transformed into a furnace. Syrian tradition teaches us that during the
baptism of Christ, when the Holy Spirit descended on the waters of Jordan, a
dazzling light similar to a fire was seen that warmed the waters. The Denaha
service of the Syrian Church accounts that when Christ was being baptized the
waters of Jordan were heated up sans firewood or fire. In short, the warm
waters of Jordan are replicated in baptism by using lukewarm water. Through-
out the service, when the water is blessed, the baptismal water is compared to
the waters of Jordan.

Another significance of warmth is life. During creation, the spirit of God brooded
over the water. In Hebrew the word brooding is referred to as “Raahef”. In
creation, the spirit of God came down and granted life-giving warmth to the
water, thereby making it life-potent as a womb. The fact that first life started in
water is noteworthy (Gen 1:20). It is by the presence of the Holy Spirit that the
baptismal water is transformed into life giving water. To denote this warm water
is added.

b. Celebration of the Sosaffa:

The practice of covering the baptismal font with the sossafa and waving it over
the font has been borrowed from the Holy Qurbana. Whether this practice was
followed in early days is not very clear. No references to these practices can be
seen in the early writings on Baptism. The song that is sung during the celebra-
tion of the sossafa signifies that by His baptism, Christ opened the source of
Christian baptism.

c. Breathing over the water:

After the celebrating of the sossafa, the below mentioned prayer is recited
where by the celebrant makes the sign of the cross over the water three times:
“Even now O Lord, through the intercession of us sinners, grant your divine
breath which Your Only Beggotten Son breathed on His holy disciples.”

“Receive the Holy Spirit” (Jn 20:22). Saying this Christ breathes on the
disciples. The aim of blessing the water is to invoke the presence of the Holy
Spirit in the baptismal water. Firstly, the priest breathes on the water. Moses
Bar-Kepha comments:

“The following are the reasons because of which the priest breathes over the
water. Firstly when God created Adam, He breathed life giving breath into his
nostril (Gen 2:7). Baptism being a new birth, similar to the first creation the
priest appropriately breathes on the water. Secondly, Christ says to the
disciples “received the Holy Spirit” and breathes on them.”

Similarly, the priest too breathes on the water.

St. Jacob of Serugh says that when Christ entered the water it shook in
happiness. This incident is presented in baptism when the priest breathes over
the water. This also signifies the brooding of the Spirit of God over the water
before creation.

d. Making the sign of the cross on the water:

The prayer that is recited when the sign of the cross is made on the water can
be noted as a means of exorcism. The water is freed from the bondage of death
and satanic forces and it becomes a life giving womb and furnace.

“O Lord, may the head of the dragon, the murderer of mankind, be crushed
under the sing of Your cross.”
According to Syrian tradition, through His baptism Christ purified not only the
waters of Jordan, but all other water sources too. Satan loves to reside in water
or in places of moisture. (Mt 8:31-31; Mk 5:12-13; Lk 8:33). That is a reason
why demons lead pigs to water (Mt 12:43). The O.T. accounts of serpents that
lived in water (Ps 74:13, 148:7; Job 7:12(. As per the Syrian tradition, Christ
baptism is seen as a victory over the serpent.
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