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The Spiritual Significance of Pentecost?

So, then, what difference does it make for us today that the first Christians were
filled with the Holy Spirit almost two millennia ago on the day of Pentecost?
There is no simple, one-size-fits-all answer to this question, because Pentecost
knits together several themes,emphases, and experiences. Four possible ways
that Pentecost matters today.

1.The Presence and Power of the Spirit

On the day of Pentecost, seven weeks after the resurrection of Jesus, the Holy
Spirit was poured out upon those followers of Jesus who had gathered togeth-
er in Jerusalem.What happened on the first Pentecost continues to happen to
Christians throughout the world today, though usually not in such a dramatic
fashion.We rarely get a heavenly wind and tongues of fire anymore. Neverthe-
less, God pours out the Spirit upon all who put their faith in Jesus Christ and
become his disciples (see Romans 8:1-11).

Christians are meant to live in the presence and power of the Spirit of God.The
Holy Spirit helps us to confess Jesus as Lord (1 Cor 12:3),empowers us to serve
God with supernatural power (1 Cor 12:4-11), binds us together as the body of
Christ (1 Cor 12:12-13), helps us to pray (Rom 8:26), and even intercedes for us
with God the Father (Rom 8:27). The Spirit guides us (Gal 5:25), helping us to
live like Jesus (Gal 5:22-23).

Personal Implications: Pentecost presents us with an opportunity to consider
how we are living each day. Are we relying on the power of God’s Spirit? Are we
an open channel for the Spirit’s gifts? Are we attentive to the guidance of the
Holy Spirit? Is the fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, etc.) growing in our lives?
Most Christians | know, including me, live in the presence and power of the
Spirit,but only to an extent.We are limited by our fear, our sin, our low expecta-
tions, not to mention our tendency to be distracted from God’s work in us.
Pentecost offers a chance to confess our failure to live by the Spirit and to ask
the Lord to fill us afresh with his power.

2.The Central Role of the Church in God’s Work in the World

On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended on individual followers of Jesus as
they were gathered together in Jerusalem. This gathering became the first
Christian church. New believers in Jesus were baptized as they joined this
church.They, along with the first followers of Jesus, shared life together, focus-
ing on teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayer. They shared their
belongings so that no one was hungry or needy. As these first Christians lived
out their new faith together,“the Lord added to their number those who were
being saved” (Acts 2:47). Thus we speak of Pentecost as the birthday of the
church. In theory, the Spirit could have been poured out on the followers of
Jesus when they were not gathered together.There are surely times when the
Holy Spirit touches an individual who is alone in prayer, worship, or ministry to
others. But the fact that the Spirit was given to a gathering of believers is not
incidental. It underscores the centrality of the church in God’s work in the
world.The actions of the earliest Christians put all of this in boldface.The Holy
Spirit is not only given to individuals, but also, in a sense to the gathered
people of God. Thus, in 1 Corinthians 3, the Apostle Paul observes that the
church is God’s temple and that the Spirit dwells in the midst of the church
(3:16-17;in 1 Cor 6:19-20 we find a complementary emphasis on the dwelling
of the Spirit in individual Christians).

Personal Implications: Many Christians, especially those of us who have been
influenced by the individualism of American culture, live as if the church is
useful but unnecessary.We seem to believe that as long as we have a personal
relationship with God, everything else is secondary. But Pentecost is a vivid
illustration of the truth that is found throughout Scripture: the community of
God'’s people is central to God’s work in the world.Thus, Pentecost invites us to
consider our own participation in the fellowship, worship, and mission of the
church.ltis a time to renew our commitment to live as an essential member of
the body of Christ, using our gifts to build the church and share the love and
justice of Christ with the world.

3.The Multilingual Nature and Mission of the Church
On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit empowered believers in Jesus to praise God in
many languages that they had not learned in the ordinary manner (Acts
2:5-13). Symbolically, this miracle reinforces the multilingual, multicultural,
multiracial mission of the church.We are to be a community in which all people
are drawn together by God’s love in Christ. As Paul writes in Galatians 3:28:
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”

Personal Implications: Although there are some glorious exceptions, it seems
that the church has not, in general, lived out its multilingual mission. We are
often divided according to language, race, and ethnicity. Pentecost challenges
all of us to examine our own attitudes in the regard, to reject and repent of any
prejudice that lurks within us, and to open our hearts to all people, even and
especially those who do not share our language and culture.Yes, | know this is
not easy.But it is central to our calling.And it is something that the Spirit of God
will help us to do if we are available.

4.The Inclusive Ministry of the Church

After the Holy Spirit fell upon the first followers of Jesus, Peter preached a
sermon to help folks understand what had just happened. In this sermon he
cited a portion of a prophecy from Joel: ‘In the last days,’ God says,‘l will pour
out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your
young men will see visions,and your old men will dream dreams. In those days
| will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men and women alike— and they
will prophesy. (Acts 2:17-18; Joel 2:28-29) Later, Peter explained that the Spirit
would be given to all who turned from their sin and turned to God through
Jesus (Acts 2:38).

This was a momentous, watershed event. For the first time in history, God
began to do what he had promised through Joel, empowering all different
sorts of people for ministry. Whereas in the era of the Old Testament, the Spirit
was poured out almost exclusively on prophets, priests, and kings, in the age of
the New Testament, the Spirit would be given to “all people.” All would be
empowered to minister regardless of their gender, age, or social position.
Although this truth would not mean that every Christian would be gifted for
every kind of ministry, it did imply that all believers would be empowered by
the Spirit. The church of Jesus Christ would be a place where every single
person matters, where every member contributes to the health and mission of
the church (see Eph 4:11-16).

Personal Implications: Each Christian needs to ask: Am | serving God through
the power of the Spirit? Am | exercising the gifts of the Spirit in my life, both in
the gathered church and as | live for God in the world? Pentecost is a time to
ask God to fill us afresh with the Spirit so that we might join in the ministry of
Christ with gusto. And it is a time to renew our commitment to fulfilling our
crucial role in the ministry of God’s people in the world.

Moreover, those of us who hold positions of power in the church should exam-
ine our attitudes and actions. Are we encouraging all of God’s people to minis-
ter through the power of the Spirit? Are we open to what the Spirit of God
wants to do in our churches and communities through his empowered
people? Or are we gatekeepers of the church who would even keep the Holy
Spirit out of our carefully tended and controlled communities? As a pastor, my
role is to equip God’s people for doing the ministry of Christ in the church and
the world (Eph 4:11-12). Sometimes, however, we pastors are so concerned
about our own position and power that we fall short of this central pastoral
calling. Pentecost is a day for pastors and other church leaders to recommit to
equipping and encouraging all Christians for their ministry. When we do this,
the Holy Spirit will be free to use the church of Jesus Christ for God’s purposes
in the world.
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Holy Qurbana at ACE Hall (Subway Rest.Bldg.) Abbasiya
Morning Service - Every Fridays at at 06:30 AM to 09:00 AM)
Evening Service - Every Sundays at 06:30 PM to 08:30 PM)
N.E.C.K.Service - On 2nd Saturday (14.05.2016) 07:00 AM to 09:00 AM
Special Service - 05th May, 2016 - Ascension of Jesus Christ
(Holy Qurbana will be on Wednesday 4th May at 6:30 PM)
15th May, 2016 - Pentecost - (H.Qurbana and Special service
will be on Sunday, 15th May 2016 at 06:30 PM)
Choir - Practice will be held on every Wednesdays at ACE hall from 7:00 PM to 08:00 PM.
Sunday School - On every Thursdays Evening 05:15 to 07:30
at St.Johns Marthoma hall, Abbasiya.
Martha Mariam Vanitha Samajam -
2nd Saturday (14.05.2016) at the residence of Mrs. Bini Subi 05:00 PM
4th Friday (27.05.2016) at ACE Hall after H. Qurbana.
St. Stephen’s Youth Movement - 4th Wednesday (25.05.2016) at ACE Hall 07:00 PM
Birthdays & Marriage Anniversaries :
Vicar and the members of the Church wish many many happy returns of the
blessed occasion to all those who are having Birthdays and Marriage
Anniversaries during this month.
OVBS : Date :22nd June to 1st July,Venue : St.John’s Hall, Abbasiya
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NEW MEMBERS

St.Thomas Prayer Group

St.Thomas Prayer Group

St.Gregorious Prayer Group

St.Johns Prayer Group Salmiya

St.Thomas Prayer Group

St.Gregorious Prayer Group
Mr. Aneesh Babu St.Gregorious Prayer Group
. Mr.Thomas P John St.George Prayer Group
We welcome the new members to our Church whole heartedly.

Mrs. Preethy John
Mrs. Divya Jose

Mr. Alex P Oommen
Mr.Binu Elias
Mr.Rohin T Saju
Mr.Lijo T Jose
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Condolences:

Mr.C John (Father of our Church member Mr.Binoy M John) passed away
on 09.04.2016.We pray for the departed soul and convey our heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved family of their deep grief.

Free Transportation Facility : To & fro free transporation facility is available to

all who attend the Holy Qurbana of SSIOC at ACE Hall, Abbasiya.

Contact Details : Mr. Alexander Y.S : 99269450

Mr. Cherian V.T. (Farwaniya, Khaitan & Reggae) : 99285095, Mr. Joby Chacko. (Hawally & Salmiya) : 55005114
Parish Trustee : Mr. V.Y. Thomas. : 97924739, Parish Secretary : Mr. Jinu Thomas : 60639003




