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Prayer Meeting Schedule for July-2017
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Mr. Soji Varghese
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Mr. Skaria Thomas

. Mr.lJinu John
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07.07. Mr.George Mathew

Transportation Facility : To & from fransporation facility is available fo all who attend the Holy Qurbana
al 31 Slephen's Abbasiya. - Contaci Detalls ; Gen, Coordinalor - Mr. Kuriachan PK. . 96651538

Mr. Cherian VT, (Farwaniya, Khaitan & Reggee) ; $9285005, Mr. Joby Chacke, (Hawally & Salmiya) ; $9503068
Parish Trustee : Mr. Stephen K Thomas, : 34080348, Parish Secretary : Mr. Binu Thomas ; B018826T

SPIRITUAL KURUKSHETRA, AN UNCEASING AND UNSEEN WARFARE Bijesh Philip

Recently, we heand about the unfortunate news of highly educated youngsters, from different parts of the world,
travelling to a particular place, to be part of the ruthless fight for the estabiishment of a religlous kingdom. Fanatic
keaders of the so-called refigicus affiliations and extremists in politics are also inspiring many to fight against other
fellow dtizens. But, enlightened gurus of all ages teach that our fight B nat against ather humans, but, against our
ceam destructive and dehumanising thoughts which is known as unseen warfane,

The Kuwnukshetra war in the Eplc Mahabharata s interpreted by many as a symbolic deplction of the fight between
gaad and evil in our minds. Criginally the concep! of Jihad in klam was exclusively a spiritual struggle against evil.
Unseen warfare or spiritual fight against negative thowghts and passions is a prominent theme in ancient Christian
tradition. The foous of the Gospel teachings on the thoughts and desires behind human deeds, and the need for
panification of heart, the core of human being, is very important, 5t Paul’s exbortation to bring every thought in o
captivity to the abedience of Christ mentioned in ll Corinthians 10: 15 5 key to the theme of spiitwal warfare.

Let us wnderstand our real enemles as pride, hatred, lust and despair, which corme to our mind efther throwgh our
sense experience or through our memorles. Pride has its assoclates like hypoorisy, untruthfulness, desire for self-glorifi-
cation and luaury, superionity complex, arregance, insulting attitude to others, jealousy, discbedience and disrespect
to the parents and gurus, fanaticisrm and commwnalism. Hatred has its associates like false acousations, unjust
critichsn, backbting, prejudice, anger, spiritual mental and physical harassrent to others, and revengeful vielence of
all kinds. Lust has its associates like obiession with parnography, all Kinds of sexual immorality, greed, addiction to
luxury, gluttony, alcaholism, substance abuse, stealing and selfte cultune. Frustration and accompanied thaughts o
rrcods like anxiety, lethargy, hoplessness, lack of faith, stress, thoughts and acts of suicide etc ane alio very negative,
Thiese four major Kinds of enemies attack almost all humans, These enemies. if unchecked. can ruin the purity and
integrity of our inner being, suppressing our human potential and possibilities. Being the victims of these enemics
would mean to be a ourse to the world ansund us.

Since these negative and destructive thoughts come ta mind like sulclde bambers or terrarists, unceasing watchful
ness and scanning against them are recommended by the enlightened minds. They understand the teaching “kesp
wour hieart with all watchfulness® in Proverss 4:22 in this sense. In the borders of all countries and at the entrance of all
impartant institutions all over the world, soldiers or security guards stand keenly watching for any movement from
enemies or urnwanted intruders. Certain others keenly abserve whether there is ary enemy movement by loaking at
radars and surveillance machines. Likewise, keen observation and ssatchiulness i our mind with regand 1o the
thoughts arise inmind are essential. When there is no light there, we may embrace eneiy as our friends. As Mahab-
harata symbolically presents the unien of the blind Dhritharashira and Gandhari who blind folded herself deliberately
praducing hundred and ane evildaers. It must be noted that the names of many of them start with the sound ‘da’
(Duryodhana, Dussasana, Dusaha ete_ ) indicating dushi or evil. Likewise, if the mind ks commupt and blind, soul can alsa
ke suppressed and the unlon of them produce evil deeds. When Arjuna, the mast glorous wairior inthe eplc Mahals-
harata, was discoursged by his compassion o the Gures and refatives on the other sade of the battleficld, Krishma
inspires hirm to fight mencilessly with detachment Jesus teaching if yeur eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw
it avway” [Matthew 18:9) also emphasises the mercilessness in gpiritual or unseen warfare. Spiritual warrlors ane in a do
or die situation. W are in a do or die situation in our unseen warfare, | Use of powerful weapons of the word of Gad,
Lént arnd 'I'.:nlil'lg. prayer and worship, meditative reading of the lives and teachings of saints are also very important 1o
ensure victony bn this warfare, 5t Paul advices us to take the sword of the word of God in this fight (Epheslans 6:17),
Alliance with mighty kingdoms to fight against powerful enemies is the war tactic of all ages. In modern period, world
witnessed this, when Euwait sought the help of USA for being liberated from brag who conquered Kuwait, Dunng the
Pakistan war in 1971, India ensured the support of USSR, The greatest alliance which ensures vickory in sporitual
waarfare ks constant communibon and trust in God Almighty. Arjuna and his brothers became victorious In Kurakshetra,
the Mahabharata war, due to hig unigue charioteer Krishna. This is a beautiful presentation of the wictory in spirtual
warfare with the Dedne help. Like Eurukdhetra, wars in Old Testament can alio be interpreted symbaolically. Then the
rmessage “Lord shall fight for wou® (Exadus 14:14) s relevant in relation to the spiritual warfare. The Father. the Son and
the Holy Spirit are assisting and empowering those who Beliewe and seek Divine help against the el one or enslaving
thoughts Jesws Christ went out and overcame all tempiations we face, all those spiritusl enemies and becarme victari-
ous. The One who boldly sald durlng the ternptation, Satan, depart from me’ Is with us. He |5 lng foreser to help ws
in our spiritual streggles.). Thase wha humble themselves and surrender to the Lord, become victoriows and further
strengthened by the Haly Spirit. Unceasing union with esus, through prayers like Jesus prayer and sacraments,
empower us to overcome thoughts of pride, hatred, lust and despair. The sisteenth century Venetian prest Lorenza
Scupoll rightly says “Lord's deslre to save you Is greater than that of your enemles’ desie to destroy you, Hence, fight
and narver wieary of the labours of this warfare”3, Abave all, it is the help and support of God Almighty, who i open ta
all who hurmibly seek Divine assistance that gives victory in this warfare. The help of Christ, who had gone through all
human temptations and passions and became victarious, |s always avallable to ws in this spirtual struggle. As night
wanizhes at the sunrise, dehumanising passions flee and vanish at the rise of genuine love of God.  [(Continue......|
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Holy Qurbana at St.5tephens 10C, New location : Street 10, 0pp.Oma Plaza Jewellery, Abbasiya
Morning Service - Every Fridays at 06:30 am,

Evening Service - Every Sundays at06:30 PM

MN.E.C.K.Service - On 2nd Saturday (08.07) at 07:00 AM to 09:00 AM

Tel:+965 22391572, Mob: 20998001 - E-mail : stephanian kuwait@gmail.com - www.ststephensqgB.ong

Evening Prayer : Every day at 6:30 FM

Chair : Choir practice will be held on every Wednesdays at 7:30 PM.

Sunday School : Closed for Summer vacation and will re-open on Sept.

It will be on Friday morning after Holy Qurbana at 5t. Stephens Church Hall.

Martha Mariam Vanitha Samajam : 2nd Saturday {08.07.) at the residence of Mrs. Sheeja Binu
(Abbasiya)at 05:00 FM & 4th Friday (28.07.) at Chruch after H. Qurbana.

One month long Bible reading will begins on 15th July and ends on 15th August.

St. Stephen’s Youth Movement: 1st Friday (07.07) after H. Qurbana .

Birthdays & Marriage Anniversaries : Vicar and the members of the Church wish many many happy
returns of the blessed occasion to all those who are having Birthdays and Marriage Anniversaries
during this maonth,

New Members : We welcome all the new members to our Church whole heartedly.
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Mithyvamaol Melson
Issac Varghese
Suni Alexander

Sinu M Daniel




