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Transportation Facility : To & from transporation facility is available to all who attend tha Holy Qurbana
at St. Stephen's Abbasiya, - Conlact Details : Gen. Coordinator - Mr. Sunil Jacob. : 96960165

Mrs. Diyva Jose. (Farwaniya, Khaitan & Reggae) : 68527888, Mr, Joby Chacko. (Hawally & Salmiya) : 99503068
Parish Trustee : Mr. Mathews Oommen 69950722, Parish Secretary : Mr. V. T. Varghese 55902121

Continued..... from A ugnst
51 Saverus of Antoch talks about the reality of the Death and Resurection of Chest saying that, "Withaut a preliménary
death, how could the Resurmection have taken placa® 5o this applies to Mary as well. To share in Christ's Resurrection,
she had %o st share his death. The Mother is not superior i the Son whoe undersent death and Resurrection.
Tharefore, it i not in physical immarality that Mary proclaims the Resurmection of Christ, but, in dying and being exalted
by hier Son to the heighis of heaven.
The feast of the Dormition i the sign, the guaranbed, and the celebraBion that Many's taée is, the destiny of all those of
“how astabe” whose souls magnily the Lord, whose spirils rejoice in God the Saviour, whosae lives ane olally dedicated
iy heasing and keaping the Word of God which ks given o men in Mary's child, the Saviour and Redesmar of the waorld,
The impostance of S1. Mary in Orthodox Christianity
For 3000 yeers, the Church has held S0 kary in the highast esteem and seaks har inlarcession. The Orhodos Church
honors and venarates the Viegin Many &s “more honcrable than the Chamnbim and mona glonous withoul comparne than
thea Seraphim..........~ Her nama is mentioned in evary sarvice, and her intercession before the throne of God & asked.
Sha is givan the fRle of “Theotckes® (Greek for "Bifh-giver-ol-God), as wall as “Mothar of God®, Sha has a definile rola
in Qrthedox Christianity, and can in no way be considered an instrument, which, once used, was laid aside and
forgotien. This honor & actonded 1o hir on vanous accounts; primarly, her obedience and submission to the will of
Gad. S8 Mary's e was in perfec! communion with God. As a young girl, she did not quastion the Angel Gabnal, when
bt el e thast she would bear a child. W can understand the magnitude and imporance of this submission whin wa
consider he Jewish socsatal nonms of the e, A vingin wiho bong a child cul of wediock would be condamned o daaih,
and knowing that possibility, Mary accapted the will of God withoul considenng the repercussions. Mary's relalionship
with God was nod a cnelima event or a passing phase. On the contrary, her life iisall was in accordance with His will.
And it ks dwe ko this communion that the Church saeks har inercession and makes her an ldeal model for all Christians
b follors. St Maximies the Confessor says that, "5t Mary ks an image of the Chistian goal- o becoma Cheist-lke in
evory Thought, word and deed. As the Theolokos gave birth to Christ, every Christian is called o bring forth Cheisd in
spit and deed, Mary is the epitome of practical spirituality, In 50 daing, wa imiale ber practical spirtual life, ncluding
thruz puarity and hurmility by which she formad her free will indo pedfect obediencs to the Wil of God
Tha life of 58 Mary and the Free Wil of Mankind
Every man is craaled in the image and the Benass of God and has the gift of fres will, Thera is e concepl of pre-
destination in Ohodox Theology. God i his nature as Creator has foreknosdedge of what ibe future holds for every
indivicual, but he does nol pradesting any one's actien. So man is free 1o choosa between good and evil. When the
Angel Gabedel browght the messags of God to Mary, thers was no compulsion on her lo accept ik At no point did the
Angel compel her, but kaft it to her free will to accept hae comeTtssion oF not.
Even afier tha Birth of Jesus, Mary appliad her free will and chose o #ve in accordanca with tha Will of God. Even whila
saang her own son being tortured and crucified, she still remained in absolute cbedience o the Wil of God. Her will
was parfectly synchronized with the Wil of God. Even we who comememomie the B and the Dormiticn of the Mothor
of God arg called to undersiand the will of God and une cursabnes in accondance with i,
1. Ambross of Mian writes concerning the Mother of God in his ireatise "0n Vingins' (377 A D). He wribes, “She was a
Virgin mod only in body, but 8830 i o0l humble of heart, srcumspect in wond, wise in mind, nol ovardy given b Speak-
ing. & howear of reading and of work, and prudent in speech. Her nule of e was io offend no one, 1o inlend good lor
gveryona, 1o respect the aged, nol envy aihess, avoid beagging, be healthy of mind, and to love viflua.” He also
describes the Mother of God as ‘the personification of purity’. 0 is this exencise of har free will to choose the way of
prayer and chaslity that seis har as 8 role model for us bo follow.
Whaen 5t Paul calls us the ‘ambassadors of Christ’ he meaans that wa cught ta carry the message of Jasus o the places
wa g and 1o the peopla we Intaract with. A good and eamest ambassador has no other message axcept that of his
President, And thal is the role that every Christian is called 10, Ve ane called o be proponents of a just and equitable
society, A sociely that s free from discrimination on any count, And that is what the fresdom fighters and the architects
of tha Indian Constfution dresaimd of, But it i indeed sad oS00 thal we are imesponsible in wsing our political and socal
freedam. A glance al any newspaper will reveal the plethera of secial evils and polilical malaises thal plague the lrdian
sociely loday. We as Chislians are nol just wailing in hope for the ‘etamal life 1o come’. Yas, thal i sur evardasting
hopa, but we need 1o prepane ourselves in this world first. Thy kingdom coma, Thy will be done on earih &s it is in
heawan’ 5 our daily prayer and ithat (s what every Christian should strive Tor. A true Chiistian cannot lum a Bind eye to
tha sockal evils pravalling In scciaty. Wa cannot ignore the people who are in need of comiol and essentals. St Mary
recognized the need of the wedding banqued al Cana and pleaded io Christ on thelr behalf. Every Christian whao
commamarabtas this great Faast of the Donmition of the Mother of God shouwld therefore intercade to Christ our Lord on
bahalfl of those in need. 5t Mary's life also reminds us that we need o implement the Will of God in gur daily ife and
mod e il a5 an oplion o be soercised only whike in Church on a Sunday moming
May the Blessed Mother of God interceds for cur $ouls 1o Chist Dur Lord 50 that wee might choose the gocd in our
thowghls, words and aclion
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Holy Qurbana at 5t. 5tephens Indian Orthodox Church, Street 10, Abbasiya
Morning Service - Every Fridays at 06:30 am, Evening Service- Every Sundays at 06:30 PM
~ N.E.C.K.Service - 2nd Sat.(08.09) at 07:00 am Reggae Service Evening :4th Sat.(22.09) at 06:30 PM

E:maillZstephanian’kuwait Zgmail'com i =Rwwwiststephensg8torg

Special Service : On Sept. 14th Friday (Sleeba Perunnal) at 06:30 AM

Evening Prayer : : Every day at 6:00 PM (Except Friday)

Special Intercessory Prayer: on Tuesday [5t. Mary) and on Wednesday (5t. Stephen)
Choir : Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM.

Sunday School : Will re-open on Sept. 7th Friday after Holy Qurbana.

Martha Mariam Vanitha Samajam : 4th Friday (28.09.) at Church after H. Qurbana.
5t. Stephen’s Youth Movement: First Friday (07.09) after H. Qurbana.
Divyabodhanam : First Saturday (01/09) at Church, Evening 6:30 PM

Birthdays & Marriage Anniversaries :Vicar and the members of the Church wish many
many happy returns of the blessed occasion to all those who are having Birthdays and
Marriage Anniversaries during this month.

Mew Members : We welcome all the new members to our Church wholeheartedly.

CHURCH CALENDAR - SEPTEMBER, 20158
O1st | 8 Days Lent begins 14th | Sleeba Perunnal
02nd| 3rd Sunday after Ascension 16th | 01st Sunday after Sleeba Perunnal
Commermoration of H.G. Yuakim 23rd | Commemoration of H.G. Alvaris Mar Yulios (Goa)
fénd Mar Coarilos [Mulanthuruthy) 23rd | 2nd Sunday after Sleeba Perunnal
1 Mativity of 5t. Mary (8 Days lent ends) 28th Commemoration of H.G. Philipose Mar Theophilos
th | Feast of Yuakim & Hanna (Parents of St. Mary) {Azlwva Thrikkonoth Seminary|
ﬂh Ath Sunday after Ascension A0th | 3rd Sunday after Sleeba Parunnal
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BIRTH OF 5T. MARY & 8 DAYS LENT : & days Lent begins
this occasion special Holy Qurbana, Intercessory pr. Mercha are arranged. Detailed

programmes given below. The birth of 5t. Mary will commemorate on 8th Sept. at both NECK
(Marning) and Abbasiya (Evening) with special Holy Qurbana, Intercessory prayer and Nercha.

on 01st Sept. and will end on 8th Sept. on

SLEEBA PERUNNAL - Sept. 14 : The feast of exalta
14th Sept. Hereafter the order of worship will chan

ation of the Holy Cross is remembering in every
ge to Sleeba and meditation will be of Sleeba.

SUNDAYSCHOOL CAMP : 3rd annual camp for the Sunday school students will be held on 14th &

15th Sept. Students from Class VI and above should register at the earliest on or before 7th Sept.

NECK SERVICE (H. Qurbana) : As usual the Holy Qurbana of the month will be celebrated at City
MNECK North tent on 2nd Saturday (08th Sept.) Morning 7:00 AM.

REGGAE SERVICE [H. Qurbana) : As usual the Holy Qurbana of the month will be celebrated at
Reggae on 4th Saturday (22nd Sept.) Evening 6:30 PM.

HARVEST FEST - 2018 : The 6th Harvest Fest of our Parish will be held on Friday, 16th November,

2018 at Nottingham British School, Abbasiya. Your prayerful offerings and sincere support
earnestly requested.

BLOOD DOMNATION — 2018 : OCYM Unit arranging a Blood donation camp on 7th Sept. at Mubarak
Hospital Blood Bank. Those who are interested and able to donate the blood are most welcome.
Your support earnestly requested,




